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were 50 badly burned with the fire that is how I lost
my sight.,” She ended by saying, ¢ Oh, he was such
a good man to me.” I asked her where he was
and if he was kind to her now. ¢Oh,’ she said ‘he
died four months afterwards, that is fifteen years ago,
and: since then. I, the sinner, have been allowed to
live. T sit on the bridge, and not.a day passes but
gomeone gives me a penny or more, or a bit of food.’
This poor woman comes every Monday to the dis-
pensary, and ‘we give her aboub a. penny, for which
ghe seems most grateful. A penny hore is divided
into eight parts, so we give her the eight pice.. She
says she spends onc a day on salt.

¢ At Christmas we made up a little bag of tea, sugar,
rice, salt, pepper, vegetable oil, and about fourpence
in money. Her pleasure was unbounded.

i ¢The bird life here is most beautiful. The little
bulbuls come in and eab the crumbs off the table, and
even out of my hand. They sit in the room and
thatter away. A pair have a way of attaching. them-
selves to a house, and then they will not allow any
obhers to come near their special province.  Some-
times other birds will come, and then you can hardly
imagine the noise.” ‘
. Our correspondent asks if we will inquire through
the columns of the JourwaALif anyone will forward her
* their copy when they have finished with it, so that it
may go to an Indian Sister who can read English. We
shall be very pleased to forward the name and address
of our correspondent to anyone willing to do so.

Tew Prepavations, Jnventions, &c.

MEINECKE AND CO.'S SPECIALTIES.

It is with great pleasure that we are able fo
direct the attention of nurses to the fact that the
nursing specialties of Messrs. Meinecke and Co., of
New York, which until recently have not been
obtainable direct.in Great Britain, can now be
obtained through their wholesale agents, Messrs.
Grimwades, Ltd., Winton Potteries, Sboke-on—Treqt.
Druggists and institutions can, therefore, now obtain
them on application to their wholesale agents.

‘When wo visited the Buffalo Exposition, U.8.A.,
in 1901, we found the specialties of this firm
amongst the oxhibits, and in many of the hospitals
which we had the pleasure of inspecting we found
them in frequent use, and very highly spoken of by
our American colleagues. The ¢ Perfection” com-
bined bed and douche pan is one which should be
known to all nurses. The special point about ib is
that it is anatomically correct, and, therefore,
does mot cause pressure on the spine, as the
ordinary bed-pan does. There are few nurses who
have not known the discomfort which is occasioned
0 an emaciated patient from this cause. Another
point about it must commend itself to nurses, which
is that it has no corners or crevices, and can be
easily flushed out. We can mosh cord.ially recom-
mend this appliance, The retail price of the
standard size, in porcelain, is 8s., and we feel con-
vinced that it has only to be known fo be widely
adopted in this country.
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" Outsioe the Gates.

WOMEN.

Murs. Alfred Pollard has

2 been elepted presidentof the
i%ex . Women's Institute, Victoria
Street, London, S.W,”
= . The . Women’s Tiberal

i, Federition have passéd a
= yesolution expressing their
- deep sympathy with the
Russian people in their
present terrible sufferings, and trusting that they will
soonlobbain the privileges of a free and independent
people. . :

Lady Frances Balfour presided on Thursday, March
16th, in the Caxton Hall, Westminster, over the
Annual Meeting of the Women’s Local Government
Society. Supporting her was the President, Miss
Louisa Twining, ~ Others present included Iady
Strachey, Miss Cons, Mrs. Cobden Unwin, Miss C.
Cochrane, Miss McKee, Mrs. Maitland, Mrs. Broadley
Reid, Miss Janes, Mr. J. F. Torr (Recorder of Hast-
ings), Mrs. Shore Nightingale, Miss Lucy Staples. In
referring to the Annual Report, Lady Frances spoke
of the steady though slow progress it revealed, the
more noticeable to one who like herself had spent
years in trying to get the Parliamentary Suffrage for
wonien. Evern having women merely co-opted to serve
on Education Committees showed that the'logic of facts
was becomingtoo strong for the illogical country, and
must lead to general enfranchisement. She would not
wonder if it cime suddenly, and perhaps when power
returned to the Liberals, who ‘are deeply pledged to
the women who have worked for them so strenuously.

~The most practical work at present, in view of Dr.

Shipman’s Bill, down for Second Reading on Marecl
31st, is to importunate members of Parliament, who,
with a General Election imminent, cannot ignore
appeals. . . :
Miss Louisa Twining, who was greeted with applause,
laid special stress on the importance of women in~
spectors for county workhouse infirmaries to strengthen
and support the work of the nurses, who at present
are subordinate to untrained masters and matrons,
and suggested an appeal to the new President of the
Local Government Board. She also emphasised the
importance of having move police matrons appointed
to take charge of women at police stations. The cost
would be very trifling if the wife of a resident police-
man were employed. '
Dr. Helen Boyle, Assistant Medical Ofticer at Clay-
bury, 1895-1897, in an address on the Need for
Women in the Administration of Lunatic Asylums,
declared that their appointment would make for
economy in red tape, provisions, internal manage-
ment, household requirements, architectural arrange-
ments and labour, ~ The supervision of women was
also necessary for the choice and management of the
best possible female staff. She saw in the fubure,
nob monstrous county asylums, but a development of
the cottage system, and then women’s help would
become even more necessary than ab present.
Mrs, Faweett moved, and Miss McIee seconded, the
following resolution which was carried unanimously :—
“ This meeting thanks Dr. Shipman for introducing
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